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This study has been prepared in implementation of work programme element 4R22fD415,

“Implications of GATS on transport”, for the biennium 2000-2001. The study is divided into two sections;
the first section reviews the General Agreement for Trade in Services (GATS) and its impact on international
air transport with special emphasis on developing countries, and the second section reviews the current status
of maritime transport and its future prospects within the implementation of GATS in the Arab countries in
general and ESCWA member states in particular.

The general aim of the study is to enhance cooperation for improving transport in the ESCWA

region and amongst Arab countries. While in particular it aims at; a) Acquainting ESCWA member states
with the World Trade Organization (WTQ) and the General Agreement for Trade in Services (GATS),
especially maritime and air transport services, b) Report the current global situation with respect to the
negotiations concerning this Agreement and in particular the position of developing countries, c) identify the
most significant issues that face Arab countries with respect to this Agreement in the basic and supporting
services for both maritime and air transport d) identify the most important issues and priorities that face the
Arab countries with respect to developing their integrated regional and international transport networks and
the significance of this in the forthcoming negotiations of the Agreement, €) Contribute to the formulation
and coordination of the positions of the Arab Countries and ESCWA member states in particular with respect
to the agreement.

Prior to the preparation of this study, ESCWA held and expert group meeting on WTO Agreement on
maritime and air transport services in the Arab Region. The meeting took place at the UN-House in Beirut
from 9-11 June 1999 with the cooperation of the Ministry of Transport in Lebanon, Arab Civil Aviation
Commission (ACAC), Arab Air Carriers Organization (AACO), International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), World Trade Organization (WTO), United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), The Arab Federation of Shipping, Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime
Transport, International Chamber of Commerce in Lebanon (ICC), International Air Transport Association
(IATA), Middle East Airlines (MEA).

The aim of the meeting was to introduce the countries of the region to the Agreement and to prepare

and coordinate their positions for future negotiations on the liberalization of trade and services. More than
80 experts in the fields of Air and Maritime transport, and from WTO attended the meeting, and highly
specialized papers on the subject were presented. The conclusions and recommendations of the meeting
were integrated in this study for their importance and notability. Mr. Mahmoud EI-Hibir, First economic
affairs officer in the Transport Section, prepared the study under the direct supervision of Mr. Nabil Safwat,
Chief of the Transport Section. The report was conducted under the general supervision of Mr. Ahmed
Farhat, Chief of SIPD. Two experts assisted in the preparation of this study, Mr. Khairy El-Hussaini an Air
transport Expert, Chief of the Legal Committee of the International Air Transport Association and Mr.
Abdel Wahab Jalal a maritime transport expert, and Chairman of the Board of the Ammoun Company for
maritime agencies. In addition the report included some ideas, remarks and recommendations expressed and
discussed in the above mentioned Expert Group Meeting.

This study is considered important for the ESCWA countries in particular and Arab countries in

general regardless of the fact that they are members of WTO, in the process of negotiations for membership
or for countries not members to WTO, as the impact of the agreement concerns all countries in one way or
the other regardless of their membership to the WTO.
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